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" alking around The Pride of the

" Valley Sculpture Park it is hard

to believe that only a few years

ago the area was overgrown and barely

penetrable. This piece of land opposite

The Pride of the Valley hotel in Churt is

now a thriving park full of breathtaking

sculpture set amidst superb landscaped

woodland with incredible views over the

surrounding countryside and Frensham
Country Park.

The idea for the park belongs to its

ah

curator, Eddie Powell, himself a sculptor
and photographer, and the owner of the
hotel opposite. Eddie bought the land
about three years ago when it was entirely
overgrown with the dream of turning it
into a living gallery and indulge his
passion for sculpture. The land was
cleared and a mile and a half of footpath,
trees and shrubs were planted. The park is
now much more like a formal garden, but
the wildness and natural beauty has been
retained and provides a superb setting for
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the unusua sculptureson display.

Over five-thousand visitors have passed
through its glorioudy decorated gates since
they opened in April 2003. All exhibits are for
sdeand are listed on aguide of the park which
takes the visitor on a tour passed dl the
exhibits, allowing for plenty of stopsto sit and
admire the wonderful views. It took eighteen
months for Eddie to complete the park, which
istill evolving, and the scale of this mammoth
task is evident, not only in relaion to the
landscaping of the park but aso the citing of
the scul pturesmany of which are enormous.

The woodland provides an evocative
backdrop, and movement in the water and trees
breathes life into the static sculptures. Waking
around a corner or up some steps, an exhihit is
seen from al angles and takes on many
different shapes than one viewed smply at
groundlevel. The anticipationof seeingapiece
infull isheightened by first seeing thetop of it
poking through the trees. Whilst others hang
from the trees themselves, many are aso
functional in the shape of bridgesand seating.

Over two-hundred and fifty sculpturesare
on display and range from the classical to the
conceptua from over eighty different sculptors.
Savador Ddli, Dallas Collins. Max Ernst and
Jacob Epstein have al displayed here. The
works include many conventional pieces such
as figures or animals, others-are more
demanding, made up of abstract shapes and
sharp angles. A lake forms the centre-piece of
the park and elsewhere waterfalls, Streams,
lawns, low-lying bogs, woodland, hillsidesand
valeys wend their way around the static
sculptures, accompanied by a wonderful smell
of pine needles.

Sculptures of the human form come in dl
shapesand sizes. Giles Penny's Man With Leg
in Air greetsvistors at the entranceof the park
- a lifesize in bronze of a large round man
talung a carefree step to who knows where.
Carol Peace's two bronze resin figures Reach
and Stretch lieon the ground, onereaching thin
arms to the sky and the other out towards the
path. Lorcadia Ndandarika's Headache in
springstoneis a large African head with ahole
through the cranium. Rounding the corner
Andy Langley's larger than life Perseusin mild
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